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IT
S NEW INTERNATIONAL 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
APPOINTED UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 2026

Members from high-profi le European institutions

SFI MediaFutures has established an International Advi-
sory Committee composed of independent, internationally 
renowned experts at the intersection of media, technology, 
and AI innovation. The Committee serves as a high-level 
strategic resource for the Centre, providing direct input and 
guidance to both the Centre Management and the Steering 
Board on key priorities including research direction, inter-
nationalization, grant strategy, and long-term sustainability 

planning. Drawing on diverse international perspectives and 
deep expertise in the rapidly evolving media and technology 
landscape, the Committee plays a vital role in ensuring that 
MediaFutures remains at the forefront of responsible media 
innovation. The International Advisory Committee convenes 
twice a year, creating a dedicated forum for critical refl ection 
and forward-looking strategic dialogue at the highest level.
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Thomas Kolb, PhD Candidate
TU Vienna, Austria 
September – November 2025 

RESEARCH STAYS
YOUNG INTERNATIONAL RESEARCHERS IN RESIDENCE  

Dr. Thaïs Barbosa de Almeida, 
Postdoctoral Researcher
Université Bordeaux Montaigne, France 
April 2025

Tania Forja Pena, PhD Candidate
Universidade de Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain 
April – June 2025

Members from prestigious US institutions:

This is our new International 
Advisory Committee
by Janina Wildermuth

6665

APR

APR
-JUN

SEP
-NOV



Prof. Shlomo Berkovsky
Australian Institute of Health Innovation, 
Macquarie University.
MediaFutures Seminar series—Boost-
ing user Trust to increase the uptake 
of Recommendations

Nitesh Goyal
Researcher from Google Deepmind

Nitesh Goya held presentations “Design-
ing AI Responsibly” and “Designing for 
Sensemaking Translucence”.

VISITORS
INTERNATIONAL GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr. Reshmi Pillai
Vrije University, Amsterdam

Dr. Reshmi Pillai gave a talk on responsible 
AI for local journalism where she presents 
an ongoing research project where she pre-
sented recent and ongoing research.

DMJX Leaders Explore MediaFutures in Bergen  
On February 28, we had the pleasure of welcoming Jens 
Grund (Prorector), Henrik P. Berggren (Head of Journalism 
and Photojournalism), and Henrik Wilhelm Jørgensen (Aca-
demic Project Manager) from DMJX – Danmarks Medie- og 
Journalisthøjskole to Bergen! Their visit was all about learn-
ing, sharing ideas, and getting a closer look at how we work 
at MediaFutures.

Associate Prof. Luca Aiello
IT University of Copenhagen

MediaFutures seminar series—The Lan-
guage of Coordination: From Human to 
AI Agents

Associate Prof. Sole Pera 
Delft University of Technology

Associate Prof. Sole Pera on Into the 
AI-Known—How Search and Recommender 
Systems Shape Children’s Online Experi-
ences & the Path to Safer Information Access

Lukas Wegmeth & Tobias Vente,
Intelligent Systems Group (University of Siegen) in Siegen
PhDs Lukas Wegmeth & Tobias Vente on Green Rec-
ommender Systems—Minimizing Carbon Footprint for 
Sustainable Personalization
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Yale University
USA

Università degli Studi
di Bari Aldo Moro

Italy

14 PARTNERS ACROSS 
9 COUNTRIES

The Open University
BBC

Great Britain

Copenhagen Institute for Future Studies
Denmark

Cornell University
USA

University of Gothenburg
Sweden

EBU Broadcasting Union
Switzerland

Northeastern University
USA

Vrije Universiteit
University of Amsterdam
Netherlands

Northwestern University
USA

Universität Klagenfurt
Austria

University of Regensburg
Germany
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NEW STAFF
WELCOMING NEW RESEARCHERS AND ASSISTANTS

Yuki Onishi, Researcher
Dr. Yuki Onishi began her role as a Researcher in Work Package 4 
in January. She received BSc in Engineering, MSc and PhD in Infor-
mation Sciences at Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan. Her research 
activities are situated in the fi eld of Human-Computer Interaction with 
a focus on tangible interfaces, VR and AR, workspace/spatial design, 
and immersive experiences. After completing her PhD, she began her 
career as a Research Scientist at Singapore Management University, 
where she got involved to developing Human-AI interaction technique 
for VR systems. She is interested in designing and developing inter-
faces and analyzing human behavior.

Yelyzaveta Lysova, Research Assistant
Yelyzaveta Lysova joined MediaFutures as a Research Assistant in 
March. She holds a bachelor’s degree in information science from the 
University of Bergen and is planning to pursue a master’s degree. In 
her free time, she enjoys working out and playing computer games.

Mapalo Kayeyi, Research Assistant
Mapalo started her position as a Research Assistant at MediaFutures 
in August. She has a Bachelor in cognitive science and takes now the 
master’s in information science at the University of Bergen. In her 
free time, she likes to exercise, travel and do craft-work.

Svenja Lys Forstner, PhD Candidate
Svenja Lys Forstner began her PhD in Work Package 2 in July, after 
working at MediaFutures as a research assistant where she con-
tributed to research on image provenance labels as part of Project 
Reynir. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Media Design Computing 
from Hochschule Hannover, Germany, and a Master’s degree in Media 
and Interaction Design from the University of Bergen. Her master the-
sis focused on designing accessible news experiences for people with 
dyslexia, refl ecting her strong research interest in digital accessibility. 
Svenja’s PhD project explores user-centered interventions aimed at 
reducing selective news avoidance among young audiences.

Patrycja Maria Pankau, Research Assistant
Patrycja joined MediaFutures as a Research Assistant in December. 
She holds a Master’s degree in Digital Culture from the University of 
Bergen and a Master’s degree in Film and Audio-Visual Culture Stud-
ies from the University of Gdańsk. In addition to her role at MediaFu-
tures, Patrycja also works as a Research Assistant at the Department 
of Sociology at the University of Bergen.ST

A
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Researchers
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Name Affiliation Additional Information
Mor Naaman Cornell Tech University Professor
Nicholas Diakopoulos Northwestern University Professor
Ricardo Baeza-Yates Northwestern University Professor

Alexandre Rouxel The European Broadcasting Union - 
EBU

Data Scientist and Project 
Coordinator

Sofie Hvitved Copenhagen Institute for Futures 
Studies Futurist, Senior Advisor

Luciano Floridi Yale University Professor
Natali Helberger University of Amsterdam Professor
Jatin Aythora BBC Research & Development Director

Advisory CommitteeName Affiliation Additional Information

Siri Øyen Larsen Amedia WP2, Senior Data Scientist, Industry 
Project Partner 

Emiliano Guevara Amedia Industry Project Partner  
Erik Bonesvoll Amedia  WP2, Director of Development 
Sigve Dybdal Harang Amedia WP2, WP4, AI Tech Lead, ML Engineer 
Lasse Lambrechts Bergens Tidende WP3, Industry Project Partner 
Magnus Helgesen Bergens Tidende Industry Project Partner, UX Lead

Jan Stian Vold Bergens Tidende WP2, Industry Project Partner, 
Development Editor 

Igor Pipkin DN Media Group Industry Project Partner 
Krishna Mohan Shah DN Media Group Industry Project Partner 

Industry Partners

Name Affiliation Additional Information
Magnus Aabech DN Media Group Industry Project Partner 
Sebas Franco Ulloa DN Media Group Industry Project Partner 
Vinay Setty Factiverse Industry Project Partner 
Morten Langfeldt Faktisk.no Industry Project Partner 
Magnus Breder Birkenes Nasjonalbiblioteket Project Partner 
Assia Belbachir NORCE WP4-leader, Project Partner

Ingar Arntzen NORCE WP4, Senior Researcher, Project 
Partner 

Anja Svartberg NRK WP1, WP2, Team Lead, Industry 
Project Partner 

Eva Hagan NRK WP1, WP2, Industry Project Partner 
Gro Nilsen NRK WP1, WP2, Industry Project Partner

Iacob Prebensen NRK WP1, WP2, Media Analyst, Industry 
Project Partner

Kristian Tolonen NRK WP1, WP2, Industry Leader, Industry 
Project Partner 

Njål Borch Schibsted Media WP4, Industry Project Partner 
Victorina Demirel Schibsted Media Industry Project Partner

Are Tverberg TV2 WP3, Senior Advisor, Industry Project 
Partner

Eivind Halle TV2 WP4, Lead Architect, Industry Project 
Partner 

Håvard Kinnerød TV2 WP4, Producer, Industry Project 
Partner

Lars Skjærven TV2 WP2, Senior Data Scientist, Industry 
Project Partner 

Lubos Steskal TV2 WP5, Industry Lead, Industry Project 
Partner 

Snorre Alvsvåg TV2 WP2, Industry Lead, Industry Project 
Partner 

Yngvar Nordberg TV2 WP4, Industry Project Partner 
Nataliya Nymo Vizrt WP4, Industry Project Partner 
Torbjørn Bøen Vizrt WP4, Industry Project Partner
Sergej Stoppel Wolftech Industry Project Partner

Name Affiliation Additional Information
Samia Touileb UiB WP5-leader, Associate Professor
Erik Knudsen UiB WP1-leader, Associate Professor
Mehdi Elahi UiB WP2-leader, Professor 
Anastasiia Klimashevskaia UiB WP2, PhD, Researcher 
Alain Starke University of Amsterdam WP2, Associate Professor 
Andreas Lothe Opdahl UiB WP3, Professor 
Fazle Rabbi UiB WP3-leader, Associate Professor 
Vinay Setty UiS WP3, Associate Professor 
Enrico Motta Open University, UK WP3, Professor
Bjørnar Tessem UiB WP3-leader, Professor  
Morten Fjeld UiB  WP4-leader, Professor  
Frode Guribye UiB WP4, Professor 
Oskar Juhlin Stockholms Universitet WP4, Professor II
Ingar Mæhlum Arntzen NORCE WP4, Senior Researcher 
Lilja Øvrelid UiO WP5-leader, Professor
Erik Velldal UiO WP5, Professor 
Dietmar Jannach Universität Klagenfurt WP2, Professor II
Yuki Onishi UiB WP4, Researcher

Centre Management
Name Affiliation Additional Information

Christoph Trattner UiB Centre Director, WP2-leader, 
Professor

Anne Nielsen UiB Administrative Coordinator
Christopher Senf UiB Innovation Coordinator 
Siri Skjerping UiB Financial Officer 
Janina Wildermuth UiB Communication Officer 
Tobias Jovall Wessel UiB Research Assistant 
Mapalo Kayeyi UiB Research Assistant 
Yelyzaveta Lysova UiB Research Assistant 
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Year Name Thesis Title

2025 Malin Astrid Larsson, Harald Fosen 
Grunnaleite Multi-task Learning for Fact-checking Tasks

2025 Henrik Vatndal Fact checking tiktok

2024 - 2025 Sindre Sæter When Images Lie, Can Metadata Tell the Truth? A 
forensic approach to metadata analysis

2024 - 2025 Jørgen Eknes Riple Hope, Fear, or Anger? How Emotional Framing in a 
News Recommender System Guides User Preferences

2024 - 2025 Thorstein Lium Fougner Enhancing Media Streaming Platforms with Contextual 
Recommendations

2024 - 2025 Bjørn Kjartansson Mørch Analysis of Popularity Bias Effect in Media 
Recommendation

2024 - 2025 Tord Berget Monclair Personalized News Recommendation in the Sports 
Domain

2024 - 2025 Martin Salterød Sjåvik Investigating Ageism, Ableism and Nationality Bias in 
Norwegian and Multilingual Language Models

2024 - 2025 Ingunn Statle Nævdal Mot målrettet formidling: En studie av personalisering 
I LLM-genererte nyhetssammendrag.

2024 - 2025 Jan Malte Brunner Generalization of Synthetic Image Detection

2024 - 2025 Snorre Åldstedt Investigating and Measuring Bias in Norwegian LLMs 
Using Survey Data

2024 - 2025 Jonas Bech Holtan Examining the Healthiness of Generative Recipes 
using Generative Large Models

2025 Beatrix Chik Wu Comprehending the Spoken Page. Adapting written 
news for the ear

2025 Elstrøm, Mathias; Vijeyaratnam, Sanjai Annoteringsverktøy for bygging av datasett for 
faktasjekking av maskinlæringsmodeller

2025 Silje Lindvær Hammersborg Identifying Journalistic Angles

Master Students  

Name Affiliation Additional Information
Svenja Lys Forstner UiB PhD student
Anastasiia Klimashevskaia UiB PhD completed
Bilal Mahmood UiB PhD student
Peter Røysland Arnes UiS PhD student
Jiajing Wan UiB PhD student
Sohail Ahmed Khan UiB PhD completed
Marianne Borchgrevink-Brækhus UiB PhD completed
Peter Daniel Andrews UiB PhD completed
Huiling You UiO PhD student

PhD students working on projects in the Centre with financial support from the Centre budget 

Name Affiliation Additional Information
Tobias Jovall Wessel UiB Research Assistant
Mapalo Kayeyi UiB Research Assistant
Yelyzaveta Lysova UiB Research Assistant
Gloria Anne Babile Kasangu UiB Alumni Research Assistant
Patrycja Maria Pankau UiB Research Assistant

Research Assistants

Name Affiliation and Year Additional Information
Adane Tarekegn UiB Postdoctoral researcher

Postdoctoral researchers with financial support from the Centre budget

Name Affiliation Additional Information
Jia-Hua Jeng UiB PhD student
Khadiqa Seddik UiB PhD student
Ayoub El Majjodi UiB PhD completed
Bahareh Fatemi UiB PhD student

PhD students working on projects in the Centre with financial support from other sources 

Name Affiliation Additional Information

Christian Birkeland TV2 Steering Board Leader, Chief Digital 
Officer

Nabil Belbachir NORCE Research Director
Synnøve Kristine Nepstad Bendixsen UiB Dean, Professor

Yngvil Beyer  Nasjonalbiblioteket Head of Section, Language Bank & 
Digital Humanities

Erik Bonesvoll Amedia Director of Development
Torbjørn Bøen Vizrt R&D Manager
J.C. Lopez Calvet Schibsted Media Director of Data & AI 
Morten Langfeldt Dahlback Faktisk.no Head of Innovation and Technology
Marianne Gade Gørbitz DN Media Group Chief Product & Technology Officer 
Gaute Kokkvoll Factiverse Head of Product
Ole Christian Lingjærde UiO Professor
Pål Nedregrotten NRK Director of Technology
Tom Ryen UiS Associate Professor
Sergej Stoppel Wolftech PhD, Chief Innovation Officer
Jan Stian Vold Bergens Tidende Development Editor

Steering Board



PUBLICATIONS 2025
RESEARCH CONTRIBUTIONS

Monograph
Dahl, J. M. R. (2025). Teen boys and their smartphones 
as worldmaking devices: In the palm of their hands. 
Palgrave Macmillan.

Journal articles
Khan, S. A., Dierickx, L., Furuly, J.-G., Vold, H. B., Tahseen, 
R., Linden, C.-G., & Dang-Nguyen, D.-T. (2025). Debunking 
war information disorder: A case study in assessing the use 
of multimedia verification tools. Journal of the Association 
for Information Science and Technology.

Starke, A. D., Dierkes, J., Lied, G. A., Kasangu, G. A. B., & Trat-
tner, C. (2025). Supporting healthier food choices through 
AI-tailored advice: A research agenda. PEC Innovation.

El Majjodi, A., Starke, A. D., & Trattner, C. (2025). Integrat-
ing digital food nudges and recommender systems: Current 
status and future directions. IEEE Access.

Borchgrevink-Brækhus, M. (n.d.). Understanding news expe-
rience: The resonance between content, practices, and sit-
uatedness in everyday life. Journalism.

Conference papers
Tarekegn, A. N., Rabbi, F., Steskal, L., & Tessem, B. (2025). 
Automated news clip generation via robust video summari-
zation. In Proceedings of the 37th International Conference 
on Tools with Artificial Intelligence (CITAI 2025).

Jeng, J.-H., Kasangu, G. A. B., Starke, A. D., Seddik, K., & Trat-
tner, C. (2025). The role of GPT as an adaptive technology in 
climate change journalism. In Proceedings of UMAP 2025. 

Touileb, S., Mikhailov, V., Kroka, M., Øvrelid, L., & Velldal, E. 
(2025). Benchmarking abstractive summarisation: A dataset 
of human-authored summaries of Norwegian news articles. 
In Proceedings of NoDaLiDa 2025.

Andrews, P., Borch, N., & Fjeld, M. (2025). AiModerator: A 
co-pilot for hyper-contextualisation in political debate video. 
In Proceedings of the 2025 International Conference on 
Intelligent User Interfaces (IUI 2025).

Klimashevskaia, A., Alvsvåg, S., Trattner, C., Starke, A. D., 
Tessem, A., & Jannach, D. (2025). Evaluating sequential rec-
ommendations in the wild: A case study on offline accuracy, 
click rates, and consumption. In Proceedings of ECIR 2025. 

Setty, V., & Becker, A. J. (2025). Annotation tool and data-
set for fact-checking podcasts. In Proceedings of The Web 
Conference 2025.

Tarekegn, A. N., Tessem, B., & Rabbi, F. (2025). A new cluster 
validation index based on stability analysis. In Proceedings 
of ICPRAM 2025.

You, H., Touileb, S., Øvrelid, L., & Velldal, E. (2025). Event-
based evaluation of abstractive news summarization. In 
Proceedings of ACL 2025.

Mikhailov, V., Mæhlum, P., Langø, V., Velldal, E., & Øvrelid, 
L. (2025). A collection of question answering datasets for 
Norwegian. In Proceedings of the Joint 25th NoDaLiDa / 
Baltic-HLT 2025.

Arntzen, I. M., Borch, N., & Andersen, A. (2025). State-driven 
layering for time-driven media production in data-driven plat-
forms: A foundation for scalable, personalized media pro-
duction on consumer devices. In Proceedings of the 14th 
Computing Conference.

Aarnes, P. R., & Setty, V. J. (2025). NumPert: Numerical per-
turbations to probe language models for veracity prediction. 
[Conference paper].

Aarnes, P. R. (2025). Explainable numerical claim verifica-
tion. In Proceedings of the ACM International Conference 
on Information and Knowledge Management (CIKM 2025). 

Workshop papers and book chapters 
Kasangu, G. A. B., Starke, A. D., & Trattner, C. (2025). 
More of the same? A longitudinal evaluation of two similar-
ity-based approaches in a news recommender system. In 
Proceedings of the 13th International Workshop on News 
Recommendation and Analytics (INRA 2025). 

Wessel, T. J., Trattner, C., & Starke, A. D. (2025). Using large 
language models to “lighten the mood”: Satirically refram-
ing news recommendations to reduce news avoidance. In 
Proceedings of the 13th International Workshop on News 
Recommendation and Analytics (INRA 2025). 

Forstner, S. L., Lysova, Y., Starke, A. D., & Trattner, C. (2025). 
Evaluating image trust labels in news. In Proceedings of the 
13th International Workshop on News Recommendation and 
Analytics (INRA 2025). 

Eknes-Riple, J., Jeng, J.-H., Starke, A. D., Seddik, K., & Trat-
tner, C. (2025). Hope, fear, or anger? How emotional framing 
in a news recommender system guides user preferences. In 
Proceedings of the 13th International Workshop on News 
Recommendation and Analytics (INRA 2025).

Dahl, J. M. R. (2025). Offline in the closet, online and out, 
then offline, out and proud: The online/offline-ness of 
teenager’s queer worldmaking. In R. R. Reynolds, D. Pajé, 
S. Medina, & J. Gigante (Eds.), Mediating sex, gender, and 
sexuality in the Gen Z era (Chap. 15). Routledge.

Kalgren, J., Artemova, E., Bojar, O., Engels, M. I., Mikhailov, 
V., Sindelar, P., Velldal, E., & Øvrelid, L. (2025). Overview of 
ELOQUENT 2025: Shared tasks for evaluating generative 
language model quality. In Experimental IR meets multilin-
guality, multimodality, and interaction (pp. 224–241).

Walker, F., Costera Meijer, I., & Motta, E. (2025). Grounding 
and anchoring: Success factors for academia–industry col-
laboration. Working paper.

El Majjodi, A., Starke, A. D., Petruzzelli, A., & Musto, C. 
(2025). Nudging healthy choices: Leveraging LLM-generated 
hashtags and explanations in personalized food recommen-
dations. In Proceedings of IntRS 2025.

Starke, A. D., Vrijenhoek, S., Michiels, L., Kruse, J., & Tintarev, 
N. (2025). Report on NORMalize: The second workshop on 
the normative design and evaluation of recommender sys-
tems. Workshop paper.

PhD theses
Andrews, P. (2025). Human-AI interaction for video content 
[PhD thesis].

Khan, S. A. (2025). Computational visual content verification 
[PhD thesis].

El Majjodi, A. (2025). Recommender Systems and Nudges 
for Healthier Food Choices [PhD thesis].

Borchgrevink-Brækhus, M. (2025) News experience: Under-
standing why and how audiences interact with news beyond 
audience metrics [PhD thesis].

Klimashevskaia, A. (2025). Beyond Popularity: Investigating 
and Mitigating Bias in Recommender Systems [PhD thesis]. 
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ACCOUNTS

FUNDING SOURCES (IN NOK 1,000) 						                         2025
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UiB 28 081
UiO 684

UiS 1 500

NORCE 1 190
Nasjonalbiblioteket 57
Amedia 268
BT 111
Faktisk 122
NRK 37
Schibsted Media As 406
TV2 609
Vizrt 193
Wolftech 101
Factiverse 138
DN Media Group 287
SUM 33 784

COSTS PER PARTNER PER YEAR (IN NOK 1,000)					     2025

Own contribution 16 541
Private funding 4 051

The Research Council of Norway 13 192

SUM 33 784
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